
This World is 
Not My Home 



•One of the greatest 
challenges we face is to be – 
at the same time – earth-
based but heaven bound. 



•We are in a constant 
struggle between the “here-
and-now” and the “there-
and-then” 

 



•A contrast between: 

•Those “who mind earthly 
things” (Phil. 3:19) and  

•Those whose 
“conversation is in 
heaven…” (Phil. 2:20) 



• “Conversation” = Greek 
politeuma “Citizenship” 



A Pattern to 
Acknowledge 



•Philippians 3:17 

•“imitators together”  

•“join in following me…” 

 



• The Example of Paul 

•As Paul followed Christ. 1 Cor 
11:1 

• Imitate his attitude toward 
Christ. Phil. 3:4-11 

 



• The Example of Fellow 
Christians 

•To imitate something we must 
see it.  

•Greek skopeo = “mark” 

 



• The word “walk” in our 
current context has 
reference to how one lives.   

•1 John 1:7 



People to 
Avoid 



•Philippians 3:18-19. 

•For every good example 
there are many bad 
examples 

 



• Who were they to avoid?   

•“The enemies of the cross” 

•Those who are not with 
Christ. Matt 12:30. 

•Their end is destruction. 2 
Ths 1:8-9   

 



• Why? 

•Because they minded “earthly 
things...” Rom 8:5-8. 

•They worship their fleshly 
appetites. “whose god is their 
belly…”  2 Peter 2:9-22. 

 



•One is an enemy of the cross 
who: 

•Teaches false doctrine. 

• Is carnally minded – worldly. 

• Is not a dedicated Christian. 

 



A Purpose to 
Achieve 



•Philippians 3:20-4:1 

•Paul’s desire for them 
summed up. 

•Rom 12:2   

•Col 3:2   

 



• A Heavenly Place 

•“For your citizenship is in 
heaven…” (v. 20) 

•We are “resident aliens”  

•Heb 11:13;  1 Pet 2:11 



• A Heavenly Person 

•“the Lord Jesus Christ…”  

•We need to focus our hearts 
of Jesus and eagerly look for 
His coming. John 14:1-4 



• A Heavenly Purpose 

•Our earthly bodies will be 
transformed into a spiritual 
body. 1 John 3:2   

•Why focus on the flesh when 
it is going to be changed? 

 



• A Heavenly Power.  

•“according to the working 
whereby he is able.” 

•“Working” = Greek energeia 
“power in action” 

 



•How much power does Jesus 
have? 

•All power of it! 

•Matthew 28:18 

•Ephesians 1:22   

•Hebrews 1:3   

 



• A Heavenly Precept. Phil.4:1 

•“Stand fast” in Christ 

•Not in error 

•Not in our own personal 
wants 

•But in the strength of the 
Lord. Eph 6:10  

 



•All things are destined to 
perish. 

•2 Cor 4:18   

•Mat 6:19-20   

 



• Where then should we set our 
minds? 

•We’re just passing through! 

•Our true home is in Heaven. 

•Our citizenship is in Heaven! 

 


